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SUBJECT: IFFTU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS IN MADRID 
REF: EC BRUSSELS 09180 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS FLAGGED IN REFTEL, THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE TWO 
AND A HALF MILLION MEMBER IFFTU (INTERNATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF FREE TEACHERS' UNION) MET IN MADRID 
OCTOBER 5-7. THE US WAS REPRESENTED BY AFL-CIO VICE 
PRESIDENT ALBERT SHANKER (PRESIDENT OF THE 460,000 STRONG 
AFT - AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS) AND IFFTU VICE 
PRESIDENT JAMES O'MEARA (AFT VICE PRESIDENT FROM CLEVELAND). 
OTHER PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED IFFTU PRESIDENT E. FRISTER 
(WEST GERMANY), IFFTU SECGEN BRACONIER (BELGIUM), HERRERA 
MURILLO (COSTA RICE), ASHILEY (GHANA), GURNAM 
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SINGH (MALAYSIA), AND GUILLOT (FRANCE). 
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2. SPEAKING TO THE PRESS AFTER THE CLOSING SESSION 
OCTOBER 7, FRISTER MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS. HE WAS 
PLEASED THAT THE POLITICAL CLIMATE IN SPAIN WAS NOW 
SUCH THAT THE MEETING COULD BE HELD IN MADRID. THE 
IFFTU WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO THE ADVENT OF COMPLETE 
TRADE UNION FREEDOM, WITHOUT WHICH SPAIN COULD NOT 
ENTER INTO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. THE IFFTU PRESENCE 
IN MADRID WAS AN INDICATION OF THE ORGANIZATIONS'S 
SUPPORT FOR THE UGT'S TEACHERS' FEDERATION (FETE - 
FEDERACION DE TRABAJ ADORES DE ENSENANZA) AND THE PARENT 
SOCIALIST UGT. FINALLY, WITH REGARD TO THE ITEMS 
DISCUSSED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DURING ITS MEETING, 

FRISTER REPORTED THAT THEY CONCENTRATED ON FINANCIAL 
QUESTIONS AND RELATIONS WITH ILO, UNESCO, AND OECD. 

IN RESPONSE, FETE SPOKESMAN CELESTINO ARENAL STATED 
HE WISHED PUBLICLY TO THANK THE IFFTU FOR HOLDING ITS 
MEETING IN MADRID, THEREBY LENDING IMPORTANT SUPPORT DURING 
THE DIFFICULT TRANSITION PERIOD WHICH SPANISH LABOR 
IS GOING THROUGH. 

3. SHANKER CONFIRMED TO LAB ATT OCTOBER 7 THAT THE 
MEETING HAD FOCUSED ON PROBLEMS CAUSED BY THE POLITICIZING 
OF SUCH UN INDEPENDENT AGENCIES AS ILO, WHO, AND UNESCO, 

AND HAD ALSO DEVOTED CONSIERABLE TIME TO THE PROBLEMS OF THEIR 
AFFILIATES IN DEVELOPING NATIONS. HE EXPRESSED SATIS- 
FACTION WITH THE MEETINGS WORK. 

4. SHANKER ALSO TOOK OCCASION TO VOICE CONCERN ABOUT 
THE APPARENT COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CONSERVATIVE WFTP 
(WORLD FEDERATION OF THE TEACHING PROFESSION) - INCLUDING 
ITS U.S. AFFILIATE, NEA - AND THE COMMUNIST WFTU. WITH RESPECT 
TO THE LOCAL SPANISH LABOR SCENE, HE HAD HAD CONSIDERABLE 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH FETE AND UGT OFFICERS 
(INCLUDING UGT SECGEN NICOLAS REDONDO). THE AFT INTENDED TO 
STUDY THE QUESTION OF HOW BEST THEY COULD ASSIST THEIR SPANISH 
BROTHERS. IN THE MEANTIME, SHANKER HAD CHARGED THE AFT'S SMALL 
BUT ACTIVE US LOCAL AT TORREJON AFB TO MAINTAIN CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH THE FETE. 
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